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CHRISTYS OFFER LUNCH 
PRIOR TO GRADUATION
RACHEL KOERTNER
PUBLIC RELATIONS
 Putting their love of college 
students into action, Northwest-
ern’s President Greg Christy and 
his wife Michelle invite seniors 
into their home. 
 A beloved tradition on cam-
pus, Greg (affectionately known 
as PGC) and Michelle started the 
senior lunch tradition in 2012. 
Every spring, they have anyone 
from the senior class over for a 
meal and fellowship before they 
graduate. These students come 
in shifts. There are usually sev-
en to eight options for when to 
come for lunch, and only a max-
imum of 21 students can come at 
a time. 
 Since the event is during 
the spring semester, this year an 
evening meal has been added to 
the schedule to accommodate 
student teachers. 
 Jill Haarsma, executive ad-
ministrative assistant to the 
president, summarizes what the 
senior lunches are like.
 “Michelle opens with a brief 
devotional, students enjoy lunch 
and have the chance to ask ques-
tions and share something they 
love and will miss about NW 
and something they wish could 
change,” Haarsma said. “President 
Christy closes with a few words 
of encouragement, letting seniors 
know that we are here to help 
them land well after graduation.” 
 Both Greg and Michelle 
Christy say they really enjoy 
hosting this event, and that it is 
one of the highlights of each year. 
 “Both of us have the gift of 
hospitality, so I thought, what 
can we do to bless the students 
and bring some closure and 
celebration to them?” Michelle 
Christy said. 
 The couple hosts students 
at their house during freshmen 
orientation as well, so hundreds 
of first-year students come to 
the house at once. The Christys 
say they love doing that, but the 
size of the event does not allow 
for personal connection and 
conversation. Therefore, they 
love the idea of being there at 
the start of a students’ journey 
and at the end. 
 Admissions Counselor Lu-
cas Heiberger graduated last 
May and says that he really en-
joyed the event. He also loves 
the “full circle” feeling of the 
Christy’s hosting students fresh-
men year as well as senior year.  
Unsung heroes of NW: Kathy DeVos
BELOVED CAFETERIA CASHIER SHARES 
STORY AND SIMPLE JOYS OF THE JOB
SYDNEY RODMAN
PUBLIC RELATIONS
 
 When students, faculty and staff gather for a meal, 
they are often greeted by the smile of Kathy DeVos.
 DeVos, who has served as the cashier at the caf for 
more than four years, spends her days scanning IDs and 
having conversations with members of the Northwest-
ern community. 
 After growing up in the Sheldon, Iowa, area, De-
Vos has called Orange City home for all of her married 
life. In 1980, she started at a food service company in 
town called Harker’s Distribution where she worked in 
human relations and coordinated payroll. 
 When the company closed in 2008, DeVos worked 
for an agency where she coordinated temporary work 
for clients.
 After this, DeVos applied for an opening at the cafe-
teria at the recommendation of her neighbor, Shelley En-
eboe, who also works for NW’s Dining Services. After be-
ing hired, she worked at the salad bar and sandwich bar, 
but soon after, transitioned to her current role as cashier. 
 According to DeVos, cashiering is her favorite role 
so far because she gets to spend the day interacting with 
students and greeting familiar faces.
 She also gets to extend a special welcome to pro-
spective students and their families who are experienc-
ing NW’s caf for the first time.
 She enjoys working with the rest of the staff at the 
caf because they are all so easy to get along with. 
 DeVos is a beloved part of campus and the students 
enjoy seeing her every day. Junior nursing major Kate 
Staab appreciates being greeted with a hug and a smile 
when she enters the caf for a meal. 
PHOTO BY: JOSHUA DAHL
Kathy DeVos has become a cherished part of NW students’ cafeteria experience with her friendly smile and warm greetings.
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President Christy and his wife Michelle host graduating seniors every year for lunch at their home.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
President Christy hosts seniors as a farewell
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Classic romance movie falls short
MOVIE REVIEW
SWEET MESSAGE; 
TOO MANY CLICHES       
LIZZY JOHNSTON
PUBLIC RELATIONS
 “Five Feet Apart” is a 
classic young adult (YA) 
romance movie—a bad boy 
and a good girl meet, the 
girl is apprehensive at first, 
but boy and girl fall in love. 
In this movie, both boy 
and girl have cystic fibrosis 
(CF), so they aren’t allowed 
to be within six feet of each 
other—this is now a classic 
YA forbidden love movie. 
 Stella (the good girl, 
played by Haley Lu Rich-
ardson) has adapted to CF 
by creating detailed to-do 
lists, developing an app for 
her medication schedule, 
hyper-organizing her med-
cart and vlogging to seem 
in control of her disease. 
She religiously follows her 
medication plan, never 
breaks rules and is content 
to stay in her hospital room 
reading and studying. 
 Will (the bad boy, 
played by Cole Sprouse) is 
also confined to the hos-
pital and is taking part 
in testing a new drug for 
CF. Being the classic bad 
boy, he doesn’t stick with 
the medical routine and 
skimps on medications 
and treatments. 
 When Stella and Will 
meet, their relationship has 
complications. CF symp-
toms differ from person 
to person, so they can’t 
touch each other—or be 
in a close radius—because 
their bacteria could sicken 
or kill them. However, the 
two find ways to date and 
be around each other. 
 There are some cool 
things happening in the 
movie. Richardson is stellar 
as Stella—she is sweet and 
cheery but also convincing 
when she needs to be angry 
or sad. Sprouse is not as 
convincing. He never really 
expresses emotions. I know 
he is supposed to be brood-
ing, rebellious and misun-
derstood like all bad boys 
are, but he is too dull. Even 
when he is in love with Stel-
la, there is still no emotion. 
 Second, the director 
brings so much awareness 
to CF; the movie shows 
what daily life is like for 
someone with CF, and ev-
ery little barrier, blockade 
and annoyance they ex-
perience in a given day. 
Personally, I didn’t know 
much about CF before 
seeing the movie, but the 
movie taught me a lot.
 Lastly, the movie de-
livers a sweet message. The 
movie opens with Stella 
narrating about how im-
portant touch is to life—it’s 
a main form of commu-
nicating, and expressing 
emotions and feelings. The 
movie ends with her saying 
to touch and be with the 
people you love just be-
cause you can. The movie 
reminds the audience of 
touch—something so small 
we take it for granted and 
don’t know what life is 
without it. Touch and be-
ing around people we love 
is important and valuable, 
and we wouldn’t notice 
how crucial it is unless it 
was suddenly taken away. 
 This isn’t the best YA 
movie ever. It uses a lot 
of sick teenager movie 
clichés, and the concept 
has been done before in 
movies like “The Fault in 
Our Stars,” “Everything, 
Everything,” “My Sister’s 
Keeper,” “A Walk to Re-
member,” etc. Nothing re-
ally stands out or is mem-
orable in this movie. 
 However, if you’re a 
fan of this genre and like 
cute hospital romances, 
go see it. Even if you don’t 
see the movie, do some 
research on CF and learn 
more about it, because it’s 
an important disease to be 
aware of.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES 
Vampire Weekend releases new EP
MUSIC REVIEW
ALBUM SOON TO 
FOLLOW                           
EMMA VANDRIE
POLITICAL SCIENCE
      Vampire Weekend’s lat-
est EP release titled “This 
Life / Unbearably White” 
was worth the six-year wait 
since their 2013 album 
“Modern Vampires of the 
City.” Listeners have been 
eagerly awaiting their next 
studio album, “Father of 
the Bride,” which will be re-
leased this May. 
 Preceding the release of 
this album, Vampire Week-
end has released singles in 
pairs throughout this year, 
which have come to form 
this EP consisting of six 
tracks that will be includ-
ed on “Father of the Bride.” 
“Harmony Hall” and “2021” 
were the first two tracks to 
be released, followed by 
“Sunflower” featuring gui-
tarist Steve Lacy and “Big 
Blue.” “This Life” and “Un-
bearably White,” released 
April 4, completed the EP.
 “This Life” is a bright 
track, with a catchy, Van 
Morrisonesque bouncing 
guitar lick. It also features 
backing vocals from Dan-
ielle Haim from American 
pop rock band HAIM. The 
poppy sound is contrasted 
with darker lyrical themes, 
as Ezra Koenig repeats the 
line “But I’ve been cheating 
through this life / And all 
its suffering / Oh Christ, am 
I good for nothing?”
 “Unbearably White,” 
while distinctly more mel-
low and chill, still holds 
on to the classic Vampire 
Weekend sound. This 
track explores themes of 
false optimism in the face 
of darkness, demonstrated 
in the highs and lows of 
the instrumentation of the 
track, which finally fades 
out into light hand bells 
and isolated vocals.  
 “Sunflower” features a 
distinct guitar part by Steve 
Lacy, with a funky psyche-
delic ‘70s sound. It is the 
most unique and playful 
track on the EP. Vampire 
Weekend’s decision to col-
laborate more on this up-
coming album appears to 
be a promising choice after 
hearing this single.
 “Harmony Hall” was 
the standout of the EP with 
rich instrumentation, in-
cluding hypnotic looping 
guitars, rich pianos and a 
bass line coming in and out, 
contributing to the track’s 
joyful, folksy tone. The 
name “Harmony Hall” is 
likely referencing the dorm 
building at Columbia Uni-
versity where the original 
band members had lived, 
while also acting as a met-
aphor for an environment 
where people are only en-
countering beliefs that co-
incide with their own, thus 
reinforcing existing ideas. 
 In the chorus, Keonig 
sings, “Anybody without 
a worried mind / could 
never forgive the sight / of 
wicked snakes / inside of 
a place / you thought was 
dignified,” which is an ob-
vious nod to the current 
political climate.
 The final track of the 
EP is “2021.” It is the short-
est track and seems to pale 
in comparison to “Harmo-
ny Hall,” but it should not 
be discredited for its en-
trancing, minimalist sound 
and rhythmic drums, art-
fully incorporating the 
hand bells from “Unbear-
ably White.”
 One of the most im-
pressive parts of this EP is 
the production, which was 
primarily done by front 
man Ezra Koenig, with 
some additional work done 
by Blood Pop, who has re-
cently produced songs for 
Madonna and Justin Bieber.
 This EP makes up 
roughly a third of the up-
coming album “Father of 
the Bride.” While it seems 
that Vampire Weekend 
is trying to take on some 
new, more mature or som-
ber lyrical themes, and 
explore featuring other 
artists to change up their 
classic, bright instrumental 
style, I think we will expe-
rience the same, high-qual-
ity content that we are used 
to receiving.
 Overall, I am very im-
pressed with the tracks 
released so far and am in-
creasingly optimistic about 
this new album. It appears 
that even after a six-year hi-
atus, Vampire Weekend has 
still got it. 
 
PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES
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Movie scores, hymns, classics and more
ORCHESTRA AND 
CHOIR CONCERT             
KAITYLN ASMUS
WRITING AND RHETORIC 
 For those who have an 
ear for music, or for those 
who simply enjoy listening 
to sweet tunes, the upcom-
ing Chamber Orchestra and 
Women’s Choir concert is 
the perfect venue. With a 
mix of movie scores, hymns 
and classics, the evening will 
be full of delightful sounds.
 The Women’s Choir, 
under the direction of Su-
san De Jong, will present a 
program entitled “Rehears-
ing the Works of the Lord.” 
With their focus on singing 
of God’s wonderous works 
and faithfulness, they chose 
Psalm 111:2 which states, 
“Great are the works of the 
LORD, studied by all who 
delight in them,” as their 
theme verse. Their hope is, 
through their singing, the 
audience can also proclaim 
and recognize the works of 
the Lord.
 “Through our concert 
repertoire, we desire to fo-
cus less on what we lack 
and more on the privileges 
we have,” said De Jong. “We 
sing God’s praise because we 
cannot remain silent.”
 The choir will be pre-
senting music by Elaine Ha-
genberg, Matthew Culloton, 
Mark Hayes, Craig Court-
ney, John Rutter, J.S. Bach 
and more. Both De Jong and 
choir member, Abby Van 
Peursem, chose “Silence the 
Stones” by Craig Courtney 
as their favorite piece as it 
talks about our praises to 
God. The text, coming from 
Luke 19, focuses on Chris-
tians professing Christ in all 
they do.
 “God is to be glorified, 
and even the stones cry 
out,” De Jong said. “This is a 
wonderful reminder that so 
great are the works of God 
that those who know them 
cannot help but proclaim 
them publicly.”
 Preparation for the 
concert began last summer 
when De Jong started se-
lecting literature, but the 
Women’s Choir didn’t begin 
practicing until this semes-
ter. They’ve been practicing 
for two hours a week since 
January, not including the 
extra sectional rehearsals 
and individual practice 
hours the students have 
put in. The choir practic-
es have been a highlight of 
many students’ semesters as 
they enjoy their time with 
friends and the director.
 “Mrs. De Jong does an 
outstanding job teaching 
us and is so compassion-
ate and kind with us,” Van 
Peursem said.
 The Chamber Orchestra 
is also performing at the up-
coming concert, presenting 
“Nimrod,” the ninth vari-
ation from Edward Elgar’s 
“Enigma Variations,” along 
with “Danse Infernale,” and 
“Berceuse and Finale” from 
“The Firebird Suite” by Stra-
vinsky and more. They will 
also perform the classic 
hymn tune of “St. Columba” 
by Sir Henry Williams Bak-
er, featuring a solo by senior 
Ellie Bleeker.
 Bleeker looked back on 
her time playing in NW’s 
orchestra as memorable and 
an amazing chance for her 
to expand her skill on the 
violin. This year’s music has 
been especially fun for her 
to perform, and she hopes 
the audience will love it just 
as much.
 “We are playing the 
‘Pirates of the Caribbean 
‘soundtrack, which is su-
per fun to listen to,” Bleek-
er said. 
 The concert is at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, April 13 in 
Christ Chapel. The concert 
is free and open to the pub-
lic. For students not par-
ticipating in music, it gives 
them a chance to support 
the department and enjoy a 
delightful evening appreci-
ating the beauty of sound.
 In the words of De 
Jong, “Imagine a world 
without music. The silence 
would be deafening.”
PHOTO BY NWC MARCOM 
The Chamber Orchestra and Women’s Choir will peform in Christ Chapel on Saturday, April 13 
at 7:30 p.m. 
La Mosaic and I-Club to host festival 
FOOD, FUN, MUSIC 
AND MORE                          
VANESSA STOKES
WRITING AND RHETORIC
       The campus green north 
of Zwemer Hall bustled 
with activity. The sound of 
acoustic guitar blending with 
children’s laughter bubbled 
up smiles from everyone 
around. Last year, the curtain 
rose on the very first Beloved 
Music and Arts Festival put 
on by La Mosaic and the 
I-Club. This year, on April 
26, the festival will be repeat-
ed and revitalized with plen-
ty more to entice and enthrall 
those who join the crowd. 
 From 5 to 7:30 p.m., the 
campus green will be alive 
with food, fun, music and 
more. Like last year, there 
will be lawn games, food and 
student performances, but 
henna and a few still-under-
wraps surprises will be add-
ed to its repertoire. The meal 
will consist of pulled pork, 
burgers, pasta, salad, chips, 
watermelon and a few other 
summer staples. For those 
not enticed by that menu, 
there is potential for food 
trucks to be coming to cam-
pus to celebrate the event; 
though, this is yet to be ful-
ly worked out. The entire 
night will be open to the 
public; however, the meal 
will cost a price yet to be 
determined for anyone who 
is not a student or faculty 
member at Northwestern.
 Rahn Franklin, the di-
rector of multicultural stu-
dent development at NW, 
said, “the Beloved Music and 
Arts Festival brings our com-
munity together to celebrate 
neighborly love through mu-
sic and art.” 
 What better way to 
bring people together than 
to bring back NW alumni for 
the event? Devon Cadwell 
is a ‘13 psychology alumni 
working at Jackson Recovery 
Centers in Sioux City, Iowa, 
as well as a musician. His al-
ternative blues pulls in audi-
ences everywhere he plays. 
 This year’s Beloved 
Music and Arts Festival 
will feature Cadwell as the 
main act preceded by many 
student performances of 
dances, songs and spoken 
word poetry. 
 Debola Adeyemo, the 
original creator of the event, 
said this year will emphasize 
aesthetics while last year was 
just getting people to come. 
That is why they are offering 
more and spending more 
time collaborating with peo-
ple like Drew Schmidt who 
understand the logistics of an 
event as well as decorating. 
 There has already been 
a difference from this past 
year when it comes to asking 
businesses to donate or help 
with aspects of the event. 
 “There is more rapport, 
and people are already excit-
ed,” Adeyemo said, which is 
exactly what her vision has 
been. Adeyemo hopes that 
the festival will turn into 
“Coachella, but at North-
western” and will continue to 
grow as the years go by. 
PHOTO BY: DEBOLA ADEYEMO
The Beloved Musch and Arts Festival will take place on the green on Friday, April 26 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. The event will include 
both music and art in hopes of encouraging community. 
We sing God’s 
praise because 
we cannot remian 
silent.
- Susan De Jong
The Beloved 
Music and Arts 
Festival brings our 
community togeth-
er to celebrate 
neighborly love 
through music and 
art.
- Rahn Franklin
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Sybesma releases a historical novel
BOOK FEATURES 
FACT AND FICTION
VANESSA STOKES
WRITING AND RHETORIC
     
 April 27, 1865, was a 
morning like any other. The 
boat was cruising through 
Memphis, Tenn., when the 
boiler coughed up all the 
crusted oil it had been hold-
ing back since Vicksburg, 
Miss. The cough erupted 
into flames that engulfed 
the ship in minutes.
 More than 1,800 sol-
diers died. The Titanic killed 
1,500 people.
 The Sultana Disaster was 
the deadliest maritime inci-
dent in United States history.
 It is also the setting of 
education professor Lila 
Sybesma’s new fiction-
al book “Yours: The Civil 
War, a Love Triangle, and 
the Steamboat Sultana.” 
The Sultana Disaster is a 
tragedy almost unheard of 
in the United States, de-
spite its magnitude. 
 Sybesma’s great 
grand-uncle, Joseph Taylor, 
was one of the few survi-
vors, and is the main char-
acter and inspiration be-
hind her book. 
 It wasn’t until 12 years 
ago that Sybesma learned 
of the tragedy from family 
members who showed her 
handwritten letters from Jo-
seph, dating back to before 
and after the incident.
 Ever since, she has been 
haunted by the ghost of her 
family history.
 “I had difficulty sleep-
ing because the story was 
running through my head,” 
Sybesma said.
 The morning sun rose, 
spreading sunlight on the 
picturesque Mississippi 
River on April 27, 1865. 
The steamboat Sultana cut 
through the cerulean waters 
carrying more than 2,100 
– Union Civil War soldiers 
returning to their families 
from Confederate prisons.
 It was only meant to 
hold 367 people.
 Just four days prior, the 
boat’s captain, J. Cass Mas-
son, had stopped to dock in 
Vicksburg, Miss. There was 
an issue with the ship’s boiler. 
 While docked, Masson 
was approached by a Union 
Army captain asking him to 
transport soldiers back to 
their families. Every trans-
ported soldier was $10 that 
the government would pay 
him. Today, that would be 
$147 per soldier.
 So, Masson hastily 
put a patch on the boil-
er instead of a repair and 
welcomed the surplus of 
soldiers aboard the cot-
ton steamboat Sultana. Its 
260 foot-long length was 
packed with every crevice 
containing cotton or com-
batants. Fewer than 300 
people survived.
 Sybesma would scrib-
ble notes on napkins in the 
car, on tickets at rodeos; 
everywhere she went. Ideas 
for a novel would percolate 
past her focus, demanding 
to be heard.
 Twelve years later, 
“Yours” is now available for 
purchase from Amazon and 
other outlets as of April 1. 
The fictional book follows 
Sybesma’s great grand-un-
cle Joseph, his brother 
Gabe and Sarah Sutton as 
they write each other let-
ters during the Civil War. 
The brothers serve with the 
Union army until they are 
taken prisoner and sent to 
a Confederate prison camp. 
Sarah spends her time in 
battlefield hospitals and 
spying for the Union army. 
It’s a story of love and loss 
all tied in to be as historical-
ly accurate as possible.
 Sybesma went to many 
of the sites and locations 
tied to the disaster in order 
to teach her audience the 
facts while giving them fan-
tasy. Her coworker, Derek 
Brower, said Lila has always 
been a storyteller.
 “She weaves stories 
into her teaching, and she 
uses music and art and her 
voice to make her stories 
engaging,” Brower said.
 Sybesma may even 
turn her book into an au-
diobook in order to stay 
with the current trends in 
literature. If so, she would 
choose to voice Sarah Sut-
ton due to her gift for sto-
rytelling and knowledge of 
the characters.
Beloved caf greeter brings sunshine
FROM PAGE 1
     
 “Kathy truly cares about 
what is going on in my life, 
and she’s always willing to 
have a conversation with 
me,” Staab said.
 Staab is confident that 
DeVos makes NW a better 
place.
 “She loves the students 
so well. She knows so many 
of us by name and wants to 
know what we’re up to. She 
makes us feel so cared for 
when she welcomes us to the 
cafeteria, and because we get 
to see her so often, she is a 
constant uplifting presence,” 
Staab said.
 DeVos has raised two 
sons and one daughter 
with her husband. One of 
her sons lives in Denver, 
another lives in Sioux Falls 
and her daughter lives in Le 
Mars. In her role as a wife 
and as a mother, DeVos has 
learned a lot.
 She has taken these life 
lessons and turned them 
into advice about marriage, 
careers, faith and life in 
general. She gladly offers 
this advice to students.
 As college students 
start thinking about mar-
riage, DeVos advises stu-
dents to “not sweat the 
small stuff.”
 “I don’t care if they 
squeeze the toothpaste 
tube wrong or leave dirty 
underwear on the floor. 
The small stuff doesn’t 
matter,” DeVos said.
 She also encourag-
es students to be positive 
when looking for a career 
after graduation because in 
her experience, it’s tough 
to “find the ideal job right 
out of school. You need to 
spend time learning and 
work your way up.”
 DeVos is strong in her 
faith in God.
 “I choose not to worry 
because I know it’s not in 
my control. Ultimately, it’s 
all up to God,” she said.
 As students navigate life, 
DeVos has some simple en-
couragement. 
 “Work hard, be honest 
and love deeply,” DeVos said.
PHOTO COURTESY OF NWC MARCOMM
Lila Sybesma, an education professor, released a historical novel on April 1 about the burning 
of the Steamboat Sultana, the deadliest maritime disaster in the United States.
PHOTO SUBMITTED
Kathy DeVos, who scans students’ ID cards as they enter the caf, is well known for her cheery presence that brightens 
students’ days.
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     “[Christy] gets to ‘meet’ 
every student on their first 
couple of days on campus 
during freshman orienta-
tion as he welcomes them 
to the picnic, and then in 
their last couple of days, 
he gets to do the same on a 
little more personal level,” 
Heiberger said. “I know for 
me, it was a little nostalgic 
getting to do that, and it 
felt very full circle. Like it 
was a box that was checked 
off. Said goodbye to Presi-
dent Christy.” 
 That is the purpose of 
the event; to bring closure 
and celebration to a four-
year journey. Also “to thank 
them [students] for their 
involvement, hear what 
their journey has been like 
and what it is they have 
learned and to hear what 
their next step is,” Michelle 
Christy said.
 Greg Christy said that 
one important task of the 
event is for him to hear 
about the students’ experi-
ences at NW and then figure 
out what he can do to make it 
a better experience for the next 
generation of students.
 Both him and Mi-
chelle Christy would love 
to see the event continue 
in the future. Details have 
already been set for this 
year’s senior lunches, and 
there is no end in sight for 
this tradition.
 Admissions counselor 
Jordyn Oostra graduated 
with Heiberger, and they 
both highly recommend 
that students attend this 
event their senior year.
 “We are all about com-
munity and relationships, 
and this is just one example 
of how these values are tru-
ly lived out,” Oostra said.
CLUB HELPS WOMEN 
DISCERN CALLING        
KAITLYN ASMUS 
WRITING AND RHETORIC
      Many women won-
der about their role in 
the Christian church. At 
times, women are pres-
sured to hide their gifts 
or belittle their calling in 
order to fit the cultural 
contexts enforced today. 
But what if this isn’t God’s 
calling for women? 
 Barb Dewald, asso-
ciate dean of Christian 
Formation, and Cambria 
Kaltwasser, professor of 
religion, recognized the 
confusion that comes with 
women’s call in ministry 
and created a safe place 
on campus to discuss what 
God has in store for female 
students at Northwestern.
 The start of Women in 
Ministry was unexpected. 
After Dewald and Kalt-
wasser began hearing in-
terest from women about 
ministry, they decided 
to sit down and evaluate 
how they could help these 
women recognize their 
calling. They hosted two 
different coffee gather-
ings where students think-
ing about ministry could 
process together and de-
termine a possible focus 
for future events. Dewald 
and Kaltwasser discovered 
many students were ques-
tioning their calling, and 
some only saw ministry as 
an opportunity for men, 
making them less confi-
dent that God was calling 
them to the field.
 After realizing the 
limited information 
women have about their 
purpose in the ministry 
field, Dewald and Kalt-
wasser chose to step up 
and give them the re-
sources they needed to 
determine where God is 
calling them in minis-
try. They wanted to give 
students and staff oppor-
tunities, not only to find 
resources and encour-
agement, but also to find 
support in discerning 
their calling. 
 The events are meant 
to reassure students in 
their calling to ministry 
and provide a place for 
conversation and connect-
ing with people on a simi-
lar path.
  “Women wonder if 
they have permission to 
speak and teach God’s 
Word, in what spaces their 
gifts will be accepted and 
valued and how they can 
navigate the diverse land-
scape of vocational minis-
try,” Kaltwasser said.
 Three events have 
been hosted so far. Since 
the focus is on discern-
ing your calling, the 
main structure of the 
events have been discus-
sion-based. The book 
“Now that I’m Called: A 
guide for women discern-
ing their call to ministry” 
has served as a resource 
and has given students the 
chance to determine their 
own role of how they can 
be most useful in ministry.
 On Feb. 7, the topic 
was “What does the Bible 
have to say about women 
in ministry?” Kaltwasser 
provided a framework for 
interpretation of a pop-
ular scripture, and the 
students held a discussion 
centered around examples 
in scripture of the ministry 
of women. 
 On March 21, the 
topic was “How has God 
gifted me spiritually?” and 
on April 11, the focus was 
“What kind of theologi-
cal education do I need?” 
With this topic, they dis-
cussed reasons to attend 
seminary or not, prepa-
ration for non-traditional 
ministries as well as pasto-
ral roles and resources for 
choosing a seminary or 
program that’s a good fit. 
Their goal was to speak to 
women considering sem-
inary and empower them 
in their preparation for it.
 Dewald and Kaltwas-
ser describe Women in 
Ministry as a “series of 
conversations for wom-
en discerning God’s call.” 
Their hope is that through 
these discussions, women 
won’t shy away from their 
calling, but rather listen to 
and embrace it.
 While Dewald and 
Kaltwasser don’t current-
ly have any plans for next 
year, their hope is to con-
tinue to offer space for 
similar conversations if 
there is interest. 
 “The aim is to em-
power women to respond 
to God’s call with courage 
and faithfulness,” Kalt-
wasser said.
Women in Ministry club takes shape
President hosts graduating seniors
PHOTO BY NWC MARCOMM
President Greg Christy and his wife, Michelle, host graduating seniors each spring, similar 
to how they host incoming freshman at their home each fall.
PHOTO BY: ANNA PERRENOUD
The Women in Ministry club, started by Barb Dewald and Cambria Kaltwasser, aims to help 
women discern their call in ministry.
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Along the southern border outside of Sunland Park, New Mexico, sits Mount Christo Rey, 
a desert mountain with significant spiritual 
importance to the locals. It lies just to the 
east of El Paso, Texas and Juarez, Mexico, 
two cities infamous for their differentiating 
reputations. Standing atop the 4,675-foot 
summit is a limestone statue of Jesus Christ, 
reaching 29 feet in the air. It has served as 
a place of pilgrimage for Christians on both 
sides of the border since its construction in 
the 1930s, with both Spanish and English-
speaking believers coming together in 
community to worship God. 
It has also served as a light among the 
otherwise-complicated border crisis.
“The face must be peaceful,” the creator 
Urbici Soler said while he was sculpting the 
statue. “It must look down on El Paso with a 
peaceful expression. It must radiate peace in 
a world of war and hate.” 
But the recent immigration debate in the 
United States threatens to endanger aspects 
of Mount Christo Rey, which many hold 
dear, with some advocating for a wall that 
stretches across the southern border. The 
wall would make it virtually impossible for 
Mexican Christians to continue traveling to 
the monument, destroying the international 
atmosphere that makes the place so special. 
I don’t bring up this story to protest 
against the wall, but to point to the Christian 
community that has developed among the 
visitors of Mount Christo Rey. They don’t 
view immigration and border security as us 
versus them, but rather as brothers in Christ: 
“There is a sense of unity that I hope will 
always exist between both communities. I 
wish we could see each other like brothers, 
the way God teaches us,” Ruben Aguilar, a 
resident of El Paso, told USA Today. 
To them, immigration is an issue they 
can all be united in. This stands in sharp 
contrast to the mainstream discussion where 
Americans almost exclusively fall into two 
sharply-divided factions. One side, mainly 
formed by progressives, see immigrants as 
victims fleeing persecution in their home 
countries. The other, a more conservative 
side, often sees immigrants as criminals 
looking to exploit the system. 
Neither side really seems eager to 
compromise with the other, nor do they 
seem to want to actually solve the issue. 
Sadly, there are Christians on both sides 
that stop at nothing to demonize the other, 
trying to discredit them for their own 
political party’s gain. This type of rhetoric 
is not acceptable amongst anyone, let alone 
fellow Christians. 
We need to look at the immigration 
debate much differently. As Christians, 
we must throw out the divisive rhetoric of 
Washington and start to think more like the 
pilgrims at Mount Christo Rey. No matter 
what side of the border we reside on, we are 
all brothers and sisters in Christ. The same 
needs to go for fellow Americans. Whether 
we are supportive of or against the current 
administration’s border policy, we need to 
remember that we are all a community of 
believers. The famous verse in Mark 12 says, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself,” which 
could not fit this scenario any better. 
Does this mean we all have to agree on 
border policy? Not at all. But it does mean 
we have to realize we are all striving for the 
same goal: to bring glory to God. 
The United States economy is the largest in the world. At $20.5 trillion, it would take the world’s 
next three largest economies combined to 
surpass the U.S. economy in terms of size. At 
its most elementary understanding, the U.S. 
has a free-market economy. However, this 
phrase is often misinterpreted as meaning 
lassiez-faire. Assuming that the American 
economy is lassiez-faire is an incomplete 
understanding of a functional free market. 
Lassiez-faire comes from a French phrase 
that means “let do.” In the field of economics, 
it means a system where parties can make 
transactions that are free from government 
intervention. Some advocates of lassiez-faire 
use the merit of a free market system as an 
argument against government intervention 
in economic issues. This tactic was used 
during the bank bailouts after the Great 
Recession, and it has also been used when 
the government tries to regulate industries. 
There is a pervading sense among some 
Americans that any government intervention 
in the economy is destructive. However, this 
is based on an incomplete understanding of 
economics which ignores key theories.
When analyzing market structures, a key 
measure of effectiveness is surplus. Surplus is 
how economists measure how a transaction 
benefits producers and consumers. An 
economic model that maximizes surplus 
is often better for both consumers and 
producers because consumers can buy 
goods they need while producers can make 
a healthy profit. There are exceptions to this 
rule, but generally we want our economy to 
maximize surplus.
A completely free market does not 
always maximize surplus. The first example 
of this comes from monopolies. A monopoly 
occurs when one firm can dominate a market 
so that it becomes the only seller. This can 
happen through high fixed costs or barriers 
to entry (ex: telecom), control of natural 
resources (ex: diamonds) or government-
caused monopolies through patent laws 
(ex: pharmaceuticals). When a monopolist 
can only charge a single price, this profit-
maximizing price will be high enough that 
some consumers no longer purchase the 
good. This creates dead weight loss, which 
is the term for when surplus that could 
be earned by producers or consumers is 
lost. This higher price is not problematic 
in some industries, but when one considers 
the pharmaceutical industry, it becomes 
problematic. 
Drug manufacturers are often faced 
with a choice. They can set a price that will 
maximize the amount of treatments through 
their new drug, or they can set a price that 
will maximize profit but will leave people 
untreated. This forces people to choose 
between medical treatment and financial 
solvency. Unregulated free markets typically 
pressure pharmaceutical companies to 
maximize profit rather than treatments.
There are other instances where market 
incentives will lead to unsatisfactory 
outcomes. The pharmaceutical industry 
is the most egregious example, but our 
changing climate offers another. Most agree 
that climate change is a crucial problem that 
must be addressed through either policy or 
individual consumption choices. However, 
companies and consumers will typically 
choose to maximize their short-term welfare 
over their long-term well-being. The costs of 
turning up a thermostat, polluting through 
manufacturing or driving a hummer are 
not salient. However, if this behavior goes 
unrestricted, we will all bear the costs in 
the future. A free market does not force 
consumers or producers to consider these 
long-term costs, which causes market 
outcomes that ignore negative externalities 
(or costs to society).
The free market system the U.S. enjoys 
has the possibility to ensure that businesses 
can be profitable, consumers are treated 
fairly and the future is sustainable. However, 
a completely free market will not necessarily 
ensure these goals are accomplished. An 
effective market is a creation which requires 
maintenance, and it does not occur naturally 
or without effort.
Where free markets fail
Christian approach to immigration
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Esport team looks forward to future growth
Walk off double to sweep Dordt
SIX HOME RUNS FOR 
NEW RECORD
BRITTON YODER
SPORTS MANAGEMENT
 On a brisk, chilly night, 
the Northwestern Red Raider 
baseball team rebounded 
from a 1-3 weekend with 
two wins against the Dordt 
Defenders. Though both were 
come-from-behind victories, 
they each had a different feel.
 Game one was the more 
deciding victory of the two, as 
the Raiders overcame a fourth 
inning grand slam by the 
Defenders. NW did so by relying 
on the long ball, scoring all 10 of 
their runs via home runs. The 
fireworks show helped set a new 
school record of six home runs 
in a game, topping the previous 
record of two games tied at 5 
(2002 and 2009). 
 Senior AJ Nitzschke and 
junior Colton Harold each 
contributed a pair of blasts 
past the outfield fence, while 
junior Drew Schutt and most 
recent GPAC Player of the 
Week senior Austin Zylstra 
each added another homerun. 
 Sophomore Ben 
Zeutenhorst got the start 
on the mound, going 3.2 
innings. Freshman Evan 
Olesen (1-2) came on in 
relief, throwing 3.2 innings 
while earning the win. The 
first game ended with the 
Raiders winning 10-5.
 Game two of the 
doubleheader proved to be 
more of a nail-biter for the 
Red Raiders, taking the full 
seven innings to squeeze 
out a win over Dordt. Junior 
pitcher Luke Hughes got the 
start on the mound and went 
the distance for the Raiders, 
throwing 5.2 innings and 
only allowing three runs. 
The Dordt Defenders 
jumped on the Raiders early, 
putting up two runs in the 
second inning. 
 However, their offense 
was stifled the following three 
innings, during which the 
Raiders responded with four 
runs of their own. Both sides 
were quiet until the sixth, 
when a Dordt two-run home 
run tied the game. Later in 
the inning, the Defenders 
regained the lead, 5-4. 
 The Raiders failed to 
respond in the bottom half of 
the inning. Hope seemed to be 
lost in the Raider dugout until 
junior Josh Fakkema stepped 
up to the plate with two outs 
and a runner on second base. 
Fakkema worked himself into 
a 1-1 count, geared up for the 
next pitch, then sent it on the 
line over the left-center field 
wall for a two-run, walk off 
win 6-5. The homerun was 
his first on the year. 
 Sophomore Sutton 
Derr would earn the win on 
the mound.
 “I didn’t think it was 
gone at first,” Fakkema said 
about his game-winning hit. 
Fakkema received a lot of love 
on social media, and everyone 
from the NW football coaches 
to the NAIA baseball Twitter 
page gave him a shout out.
 “Every time I checked 
my phone I had notifications 
from Twitter,” Fakkema said
 The Raiders have two 
remaining games against 
Dordt College Saturday, 
April 13, in Sioux Center. 
 The Red Raiders return 
home against Presentation 
College (S.D.) Tuesday, 
April 16, followed by the 
Concordia University 
Bulldogs on Thursday, April 
18 and Friday, April 19.
SOFTBALL GOES 3-1 IN 
NEBRASKA
BRADLEY LAACKMANN
SPORT MANAGEMENT
 Northwestern softball went 3-1 
last weekend, splitting their series with 
Doane University and sweeping a 
doubleheader with Hastings College. 
The Raiders are now 10-15 overall, 
with a 3-3 conference record, setting 
themselves in eighth place in the 
GPAC standings. There are 16 games 
remaining in the regular season as 
NW hopes to find their way back to 
the NAIA National Tournament.
 In a well-pitched game from 
both sides, Doane prevailed with a 
2-0 win in game one. NW sophomore 
pitcher Emma Schnell gave up only 
four hits in four innings pitched, 
while Doane’s Josie Schnakenberg 
struck out five batters while giving up 
four hits to the Raiders. Both runs for 
the Tigers came in the bottom of the 
third on a run batted-in, followed by a 
groundout to drive in the second run. 
The Raiders tried to rally in the top of 
the seventh as freshman Bri Giordano 
singled to start off the inning. 
Giordano reached third base, but 
Doane’s Schnakenberg earned the 
complete-game shutout before the 
Raiders could string hits together.
 In game two versus Doane, the 
NW bats warmed up, finishing with 
10 hits, including two homeruns by 
senior infielder Amber Schubert. 
The high-scoring output from the 
Raiders carried them to a 12-2 
victory over the Tigers. 
 NW took a 6-0 lead in the 
third inning as senior outfielder 
Madison Beaver scored from third 
on a throwing error. Doane broke 
the shutout by sending two across the 
plate in the bottom of the third on an 
RBI triple followed by an RBI single. 
 The scoring continued for NW 
in the fourth as freshman shortstop 
Devin Dreesen sent a single up the 
middle to drive in a run. The Raiders 
ended up scoring five more runs that 
inning, led by a three-run homerun 
to left field by Giordano. Schnell 
picked up her fifth win of the season, 
allowing four hits and two runs and 
striking out two Tiger hitters in four 
innings pitched. 
 The Raiders picked up two more 
wins over Hastings on Saturday, 
April 6, winning 6-0 and 8-2 in a 
conference doubleheader. 
 In game one, NW sophomore 
pitcher Samantha Ubben earned her 
second win of the season by striking 
out five batters over seven full innings. 
Schubert hit her third home run in 
two games, going 1-3 with two RBIs 
against the Broncos. In game two, 
freshman pitcher Sydnee Isom led 
NW, only allowing three hits and 
striking out two over four innings. 
Beaver went 3-4 at the plate to go 
along with strong performances from 
freshman infielders Jennifer Boeve 
and Devin Dreesen, who each 
went 2-4.
ESPORTS ENDS WITH ROOM 
TO IMPROVE
MATT SCOTT
ACTUARIAL SCIENCE
 This semester, Northwestern 
started an esports club for students 
interested in competitive gaming. 
The club has set up its “arena” in 
the basement of VanPerseum Hall 
and has outfitted it with high quality 
gaming computers, as well as new 
desks and chairs. 
The club has been competing in 
League of Legends (LoL), Overwatch 
(OW) and Rocket League (RL). In 
addition to regular practices, all three 
teams have also been participating in 
scrimmages against other colleges.
 The LoL team has had the most 
success so far. The team opened the 
season with a win against Hawkeye 
Community College (2-1) and have 
since lost to Waldorf University (0-2), 
won against University of Wisconsin 
– Platteville (2-0), and lost to Bemidji 
State University (1-2). 
  “We have good momentum 
and we hope to get this group into 
collegiate league in the fall,” Coach 
Dan Swier said.
 So far, the OW team has lost both 
of its scrimmages against Missouri 
Valley College (0-9, 0-6). However, 
this team has probably made the most 
progress over the last couple of months. 
The majority of players on the OW 
team have done all of their previous 
gaming on consoles with controllers. 
Unfortunately for them, when playing 
games like OW on computer, using a 
keyboard and mouse is far superior. 
  “We are working hard at 
moving over from console gaming 
to computer gaming and our team 
cohesion has been helping us 
progress,” Coach Ben Karnish said. 
The OW team is also the largest 
team in the esports club with 11 players 
on the roster.
 NW’s RL team has also struggled 
to get positive results. The team 
opened the season with a loss against 
University of Texas, Arlington (0-3), 
and has since tied Western Kentucky 
University (1-1) and lost to George 
Mason University (0-5). 
 “We haven’t been able to win any 
matches yet, but we’ve been close. If we 
keep improving we could be really good 
in the future,” freshman RL player, Josh 
Wingfield, said.
 Besides scrimmages, the team also 
participated in a tournament earlier this 
semester. The tournament was open to 
anyone who wanted to enter a team, and 
NW went 1-1.
 While the program has not had 
a lot of success as far as results go, 
morale is still very high among the 
esports athletes. 
  “I’m just super excited about 
being able to play collegiate esports. 
It has been super fun getting to know 
everyone, and I know we’re only going 
to be getting better,” OW and RL player 
Josh Fischer said.
Softball team wins big in GPAC games
PHOTO BY LAUREN FABER
Strong pitching was one of the key parts of Raider success in Nebraska.
PHOTO BY NWC ATHLETICS
Lexi Van Surksum, a member of the Rocket League 
esports team.
PHOTO BY NWC ATHLETICS
The NW baseball team wins two games over Dordt this past 
weekend. 
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Staff SHOW IS OPEN TO NW STUDENTS 
OF ALL MAJORS                       
KARLI LANG
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
   
From April 15 to May 3, the art depart-
ment will be presenting the Juried Art Exhibit 
in the Te Paske Gallery as a way to showcase art 
created by Northwestern students.  This annual 
end-of-the-year show will feature a wide variety 
of mediums, including paintings, prints, ceram-
ics and sculptures.
This show is special because any student 
was allowed to enter; being an art major was not 
required. Students from all backgrounds and ma-
jors took advantage of this opportunity, and 68 
pieces were submitted.
This year’s juror is a professor in the English 
department, Prof. Samuel Martin.  While he does 
not teach art at NW, he minored in art during his 
time at college and brings a unique perspective to 
the judging process. 
As the juror, Martin has the job of selecting 
which art will be included in the exhibit.  There 
are no specific guidelines for this. Each year the 
juror chooses the number of pieces they will ac-
cept and has the freedom to judge according to 
their own criteria.  
Because such diverse types of artwork have 
been submitted, this required Martin to think 
carefully about his criteria.
“I tried not to judge one medium better 
than the other but instead judge pieces of kind 
against each other.”
Martin completed his judging on Wednes-
day, April 10.  The pieces included in the show 
have been chosen, as well as the first, second and 
third place selections.  The show will be up for 
about two weeks, and then on Wednesday, May 1, 
a reception will be held at 7 p.m. in the art gallery. 
This serves as sort of a celebration of the 
artwork and the students’ hard work, and Martin 
will talk about what guided his selections.  The top 
three winners will be announced. These students 
will be recognized and awarded with a prize. 
Martin encourages students to view the 
exhibit while it is open from April 14 through 
May 3.
“This gives students a chance to come see 
their friends’ artwork in all different mediums,” 
Martin said.
Emily Stokes, assistant professor of art, has 
played an important role in coordinating this 
year’s show.  She shares that the purpose of the 
Juried Art Exhibit is to “give students a platform 
to showcase what they’re doing.”  
PHOTO COURTESY OF NWC MARCOMM
The annual NW Juried Art Show displays a variety of mediums such as painting, printmaking, ceramics 
and sculpture. 
MANY EVENTS TO 
TAKE PLACE                           
KELSEY LANG
NEWS EDITOR
   Despite the wintry 
weather, summer break is 
fast approaching. With time 
in the classroom coming 
to a close, there are a few 
campus activities you won’t 
want to miss. Before final 
exams, consider participat-
ing in:
 • Beloved Music and Arts  
 Festival on April 26, in-
cluding live music, games 
on the green and food
 • Glow Dance on April 27
 • The SOS Commission-
ing Service on April 28
 • Holi on May 3, a cele-
bration of the popular Hin-
du “festival of spring” with 
fun colored chalk
 • Finals week study breaks 
in the learning commons.
Go cheer on Raiders at:
 • Track meets
 • Tennis matches
 • Various softball and 
baseball games
Enjoy some NW talent at:
 • The 24th annual World 
Premiere Festival on April 
26  and 27
 • Iowa Choral Showcase 
on May 1
 • Juried Student Art Ex-
hibit until May 3
 • Percussion Ensemble 
and Jazz Band Concert on 
May 3
There are 13 more days 
of class until finals, Raiders. 
Enjoy what NW has to offer 
before summer break.
Things to do before summer break
Art department presents Juried Art Exhibit
PHOTO COURTESY OF NWC MARCOMM
Students participate in last year’s Holi celebration. This years celebration will be held May 3.
